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Classification Decision: 


Objectionable. 

Display Conditions: 

Not Applicable. 

Descriptive Note: 

Not Applicable. 


Direction to issue a label has been given on: Not Appl icable. 


SUMMARY OF THE REASONS FOR DECISION: 

The book entitled Mad About The Boys is classified as: 

Objectionable. 

This classification is due to the fact that the publication promotes and supports the 
exploitation of young persons for sexual purposes, and promotes and supports the use 
of urine in association with sexual conduct in terms of s3(2)(a) and 3(2)(d) of the Films, 
Videos, and Publications Classification Act 1993. The text of the book also describes 
sexual conduct of an incestuous nature in a sexualised manner, which has the effect of 
legitimizing such conduct. 

The publication is a soft-cover book containing short stories, poetry, short novels and 
some photographs. The text of the book presents scenarios of male-to-male sexual 
activity. Most of the pieces of writing are sexually explicit. The book has clearly been 
compiled for the purposes of sexual arousal, given the almost exclusive focus on male 
to male sexual activity and sexualised male nudity. 

The book promotes and supports the exploitation of young persons. The ages of the 
characters in the text vary but the younger teenage characters are presented as willing 
to engage in sexual activity with each other or with older males, and are therefore 
presented as viable sexual partners. In the stories involving younger teenage males, 
the boys' youth and youthful characteristics are presented as sexually attractive traits. 

The book also promotes and supports the use of urine in association with sexual 
conduct. Several stories explicitly detail sexual activity which involves the use of urine 
and these references are intended to be sexually arousing. 
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The classification of this publication interferes with the freedom of expression, as set 
out in the New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990 but this is an outcome that is consistent 
with Parliament's intention that publications promoting the exploitation of young 
persons for sexual purposes and the use of urine in association with sexual conduct 
are deemed to be objectionable. The classification is also a reasonable limitation on 
the freedom of expression that reflects the concern of "a free and democratic society" 
to limit the availability of publications that deal with incest in a manner injurious to the 
public good and which promote and support the exploitation of young persons for 
sexual purposes and promote and support the use of urine in association with sexual 
conduct. 
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